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APPENDIX E – Visual Inspection Checklist 

SHARON STEEL OU1 OPERATION & MAINTENANCE

EPA/UDEQ are responsible for the following O & M items at the site, effective 11-15-04:

Yes No

1. Is redevelopment occurring at the site?     

2. Are the access gates and locks free from damage?    

3. Is the site and soil cover free from saturation or ponding of surface  
runoff? 

4. Is the slope soil cover free of holes or other signs of burrowing  
rodents? 

5. Have the burrowed or eroded slope areas been filled with clean soil  
and revegetated as needed? 

6. Do the cap slopes appear to be stable and free from erosion?  

7. Have the ditches and culverts been inspected for obstructions and debris? 

8. Are the interceptor trench and drains accessible and operational?  

9. Are the groundwater monitoring wellheads accessible?   

10. Is the Jordan River riverbank free from signs of erosion or   
undercutting? 

11. Is riprap and vegetation adequate to prevent intrusion of the river into 
the site? 

Comments or Observations:  In the attached photo log, please note earlier photographs for 
comparison purposes.  Location and site maps are attached for reference. 

The flood gates at Utah Lake were opened on March 23, 2006, in accordance with a Utah 
Supreme Court decision established in the early 1900’s.  This event, which was not necessary 
in the preceding six years of drought, released water into the Jordan River (JR) overnight and 
raised the water level an additional three feet.  Some of the attached photographs show 
conditions before and after the water level increase of the river surrounding the Sharon Steel 
site.  The water level in the JR has not lowered yet and is not expected to return to its former 
level until approximately August 2006; this is naturally dependent on spring run-off, 
temperatures, and precipitation events.  River conditions will continue to be monitored.  The 
Erosion Areas (see site map) and banks will be inspected following the river’s return to its pre-
March levels. 
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Redevelopment is not occurring on the site.  New fill material has not been brought in since 
early December 2005. 

INSPECTED BY:  E. Yeomans, UDEQ-DERR Project Manager TITLE:   Env. Scientist

DATE:   May 24, 2006

NEXT INSPECTION DATE:   Wednesday, August 23, 2006

APPENDIX E – Visual Inspection Checklist 

Conditions noted in 05-24-06 Inspection

If checked “No” on Visual Inspection Checklist, conditions and follow-up action included: 

1. Inspection Action : #1.  Redevelopment is not occurring at the site, as noted above 
under “Comments or Observations”.   
Steps Taken to Remediate:   No action required by UDEQ. 

2. Inspection Action : #3.  The site and soil cover are not free from saturation or ponding 
of surface runoff.  The site was receiving fill material on the northeast and central-east 
parts of the site by the property owner, thereby disturbing the remedy’s original grading 
and slope surface.  Re-grading and re-sloping of these areas has not been 
accomplished, and the water is ponding in the low spots on top of the cap.   

Additionally, the spring area near the NW gate continues to show its presence through 
saturation of the ground in this location.   
Steps Taken to Remediate:  It is the responsibility of the property owner and Midvale 
City to reestablish a surface grade with storm water controls that prevent unintentional 
ponding of water on the surface.   

3. Inspection Action:   #8.  The interceptor trench is not readily accessible due to 
vegetative overgrowth, which will only increase during the summer.  The City and 
property owner are responsible for maintaining accessibility to the trench outfall. 
Steps Taken to Remediate:   The interceptor trench is operational, if not accessible.  
UDEQ will request that Midvale City Public Works Department and the property owner 
work with us to improve access. 

4. Inspection Action : #10.  The Jordan River riverbank is not free from signs of erosion or 
undercutting, due to the raising of the water level and near-flood conditions. 
Steps Taken to Remediate:  The erosion areas (A through E) are being closely 
inspected by UDEQ, and will be monitored and contitions documented as the water level 
recedes.  If needed, repairs will be made to prevent further erosion into the site.   
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Photo 1.  NW corner of Sharon Steel on 5-24-06.                   Photo 2.  NW corner w/ view to the south on 5-24-06.          

           Photo 3a.  Panoramic view of the flooded Jordan River and the western slope of the cap on 05-24-06.

Figure 3b.  Same view on 04-12-06.      Fig. 3c.  Same view on 05-25-03, 3 years earlier. 
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Photo 4a.  View of Erosion Area A on 5-24-06.  Photo 4b.  Same view 6 weeks earlier on 04-12-06. 

Photo 5.  View to N of SW corner of cap on 5-24-06. Photo 6.  View to East at same location as 6.   

   Photo 7.  View to N-NE from SE corner of fence on Photo 8a.  Erosion Area E on 05-24-06.   
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Photo 8b.  JR Erosion Area E on 04-12-06.   Photo 8c.  Same view from other direction on 04-12-06. 

Photo 9.  On 05-24-06, 8600 So. storm drain & J. River. Photo 10.  Interceptor Trench outfall on 05-24-06. 

Photo 11a.  View to West on 05-24-06, above outfall. Photo 11b.  Same area on 05-28-03, 3 years earlier.   
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Photo 12.  Spring area near NW gate on 05-24-06.  Photo 13.  7800 So. city easement area on 5-24-06. 

Photo 14.  Opposite view along 7800 So. on 05-24-06. Photo 15.  View NW from NW corner atop cap.  

Photo 16.  View south of western cap slope on 5-24-06.   Photo 17.  View west to 7800 S retention pond. 
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Photo 18a.  View to east across top of cap on 05-24-06. Photo 18b.  Same view one year earlier on 5-25-05.   

Photo 19a.  View from atop SW corner of cap.  Photo 19b.  Same view one year earlier.   

Photo 20.  View to SE of Jordan River on 5-24-06. Photo 21.  Overview of JR and wetlands on 5-24-06. 
Note vertical banks on the Jordan River.
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Photo 22.  View east of wetlands on 5-24-06.  Photo 23.  View north on top of cap on 05-24-06. 

Photo 24.  Panoramic view to the east from on top of the cap.  Overview of Jordan River, wetlands, cap slopes. 

Photo 25.  View to west across cap top on 5-24-06. Photo 26.  View to north across eastern area of site on 
        05-24-06.  This area is off the cap. 
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Photo 27.  View of buried int. trench valley this May. Photo 28.  Background well monitoring area this May. 

Photo 29.  MW-401 on 05-24-06.    Photo 30.  View west across cap on 05-24-06. 

Photo 31.  Ponded water on top of cap on 05-24-06. Photo 32.  More ponded water on top of cap.  Site’s
        grading and run-off plan has been disturbed by  
        redevelopment. 



THE FOLLOWING PHOTOGRAPHS ARE OF THE FLOODED JORDAN RIVER, TAKEN  
ON 04-12-06.

        

Photo 33.  Panoramic view to SE of flooded wetlands area.  Taken 04-12-06.

Photo 34.  Sign showing JR Parkway Trail closure  Photo 35.  Flooded JR and trail beneath 7800 South bridge. 
beneath the 7800 South road bridge.
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   Photo 36.  Water at 7800 So. Street bridge on 4-12-06. Photo 37.  Bingham Creek entering the Jordan River. 

Photo 38.  The flooded Jordan River at the southeast corner of the Sharon Steel site on 04-12-06.  View is to the SE. 

Photo 39.  Southern bank exposure of the Jordan River at the south end of the SS site on 04-12-06.  View is to the 
south.  Up close, undercutting of the bank and some sloughing is visible. 
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Photo 40.  Southwest corner of the SS site and the “Big Bend” of the Jordan River on 04-12-06.  View to SW. 

Photo 41.  The Jordan River on the west edge of the Sharon Steel site, with the 7800 South Street stormwater retention 
pond across the river.  Photo from 04-12-06 at high water, and taken on top of the cap with view to southwest. 
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